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During the non-violent movement of 1930-33 nowhere else was
repression more severe and ruthless than in the Frontier
Province and nowhere else did the satyagrahis meet it more
bravely and non-violently.

As is well known, Gandhiji attached very great importance
to the movement. Apart from the numbers and the past record,
this movement was an experiment in the non-violence of the
brave.52 The people of the Frontier are among the most fero-
cious and warlike people of the world. Violence and revenge are
the very breath of their being.53 Badala (revenge) forms a vital
part of the Pathan code of honour. Every Pathan, it is said,
counts his murders and remembers his foes. If non-violence
of the brave can be successfully developed even by these
Pathans, it will be conclusive evidence that non-violence can be
cultivated by all peoples irrespective of their past tradition.

Until 1938 the Khudai Khidmatgars fell short of Gandhiji's
ideal cind confined themselves to the political aspect of non-vio-
lence. But Gandhiji was hopeful that the Pathans, under their
gifted leader, would be able to evolve true non-violence. In
1938 in collaboration with their leader, Gandhiji worked cue a
plan for the reorientation of the movement. In particular he
recommended that, for non-violence to become a living thing,
the Khudai Khidmatgars should go through a ligorous training
in constructive activities.

Later on Badshah Khan set up a centre at Sardaiyab for
the training of Khudai Khidmatgars in constructive work. After
the partition of India to which he was oppc5?d Badshah Khan
decided to extend the Khudai Khidmatgar movement to all the
provinces of Pakistan and to make it the volunteer corps of the
Pakistan People's Party which was started in 1948. He and his
co-workers have however been sentenced to long terms of
imprisonment and the Khudai Khidmatgars have been
subjected to severe repression.54

52  H.9 Aug. 28, 1940, p. 224.
53  The Khan Saheb holds that non-violence has appreciably dimLiisiied
the blood-feuds of the Pathans and made them even more courageous.
H.9 July 21, 1940, p. 213.
54  The article entitled "In the Frontier Province9' in Harijan dated
October 22 and 29 and November 5, 12, and 19, 1938; Pyarelal, A Pil-
grimage for Peace.